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Dear Sir/Ms
 
Gatwick Airport NRP (Ref: TR020005)
Local Authority Issues Tracker – Tandridge District Council response
 
Following the ExA Section 89 letter to GAL and the Local Authorities on 8 September 2023, I attach a
copy of the Issues Tracker Omissions list recently sent through to Gatwick Airport Limited by
Tandridge District Council. We also support the email correspondence from May/June on the draft
DCO documents that has been submitted by Crawley Borough Council and that we consider
accompanies the list we have provided here by way of attachment.  
 
It is the Council’s view that the Issues Tracker should be considered a living document and further
iterations should be produced in tandem with revised drafts of the Statements of Common Ground
(SoCGs) and Principal Areas of Disagreement Summary Statements (PADSS). 
 
Local Authorities Approach to Statements of Common Ground with GAL
 
A background to the engagement with GAL during the pre-application phase was given in the Joint
Local Authority Adequacy of Consultation Representation (20 July 2023). This included the
discussions to date on Statements of Common Ground (paras 7.47 – 7.52), that have focused on the
structure, scope of issues to be agreed (or not) and the process for the preparation of the
documents, rather than any detailed agreement (or not) on the issues of concern due to the lack of
information available to the Authorities. 
 
Furthermore, the comments made on the structure of the documents (within the required
timeframes set by the applicant) have not been discussed through the feedback meetings held, and
there has been a lack of meaningful engagement or willingness on the applicant’s part to do so. 
 
The capacity of the Local Authority to manage the current DCO workload is such that whilst it will be
able to engage on agreeing a revised Issues Tracker picking up these omissions with GAL prior to their
deadline on 29 October 2023, it will need to focus its resources on reviewing the DCO documentation
and finalising its Relevant Representation and initial draft of its PADSS. 
 
It was therefore suggested to the Applicant that the most effective use of resources for all parties
was to further engage on SoCG drafting once GAL have been able to review the comments already
made on the tranches of SOCGs along with taking into account the Relevant Representations/PADSS
produced and any new issues that may have been identified. 
 
Should you have any queries, please contact me.
 
Kind regards,
 

Tandridge District Council
The Council Offices
8 Station Road East

Oxted, Surrey

Robert Cotter
Tel: 
       

mailto:George.Harrold@planninginspectorate.gov.uk
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020005/TR020005-001105-Joint%20Adequacy%20of%20Consultation%20Representation%20Combined.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020005/TR020005-001105-Joint%20Adequacy%20of%20Consultation%20Representation%20Combined.pdf

Tandridge District Council – Observations on GAL Issues Tracker





General observation on Issues Tracker:



1. The 4 spreadsheets comprising the Issues Tracker need to be amalgamated and have a set format that is consistent and easy to read/navigate.

2. The issues in the tracker need to be marked relevant to the submissions made by each authority. Whilst some of our representations seem to be covered by points made by other authorities, we need to know that the representation that we made has been noted as relevant to us in order to carry this through to the SoCG.

3. The tracker needs to be much more comprehensive rather than signpost to the ES documents. It needs to set out key dates of meetings and outcomes of those meetings to chart how/if the issue has been progressed and/or resolved. This will also help define the content of the PADSS. 

4. There should be a separate meeting and consensus on the final tracker form and scope of content.



Specific observations on representations made to 2021 and 2022 consultation:



Transport:

1. Tracker does not seem to have picked up or addressed Tandridge’s point on whether upgrades to East Croydon and Windmill Junction would support any train service viability for passenger increase.

1. Tracker does not appear to have picked up or addressed that Tandridge raised issues on capacity at Junction 6 of the M25, as well as J7 and J8.

1. Tracker does not appear to have picked up or addressed Tandridge comments on concerns about the impacts of increased traffic on the Felbridge junction of the A22.

1. Tracker does not appear to have picked up or addressed issues raised on off-airport parking and how these increase pressure on the LRN, which do not seem to have been listed.

Climate change:

5. Tracker does not appear to have included a climate change section to reflect comments made, amongst others, on climate change impacts from traffic and transport regarding levels of parking.

6. Tracker does not appear to have picked up or addressed comments made on there being no draft of the Climate Change and Emissions Plan, as also noted by other authorities.

Landscape:

7. Tracker does not appear to have picked up or addressed that we commented on the Surrey Hills AONB undertaking a review of its boundary at that time. The relevant chapter also made no reference to Tandridge.

Water/Flooding

8. Tracker does not appear to have picked or addressed our comments on the Burstow Stream and potential for flooding.

Development:

9. Tracker does not appear to have picked up or addressed our comments made on phasing of development.
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